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POLAND: ~ILITARY STAil~lTJ A~!p POLITICAL CHANGE. 

~AJOR POUnS 
1, CS> THE POLISH "ILITARY WILL CONTINUE TO' FULFILL ITS 
OBLIGATIONS AS PART OF THE WARSAW PACT ALLIANCE. 
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2. (~) THE ~ILITARY WILL SHOW CONTINUED RELUCTANCE TO ENGAGE IN 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES AS AN INDEPENDENT POWER BASE. 
3. CS> WITH GREAT "ISGIYINGS, THE ~ILITARY WbULD PROVIDE SUPPORT 
IN EN F.OIH lNG A NY GOY EltN"ENT' DEC LA IUT I ON 0 F _.ART IA L LAW. 
4, (S) THE AR~Y- WILL CONTINUE ITS PROGRA~ OF UNILATERAL FORCE 
REDUCTIONS AND RESTRUCTURING. 
5. CS) THE USSR WILL NOT USE "ILITARY FORC~ TO PRESSURE POLITICAL 
DECISIONS IN WARSAW. 

BACKGROUND 

0. CU) PRES•~f"T JARUZELSKI HAS GRANTED PER-.lSSION FOR SOLIJARITY 
TO FOR_. A "ULTIPARTY COALITION GOYERN"ENT. THE SEJ" (PARLIA~ENT> IS 
EXPECTED TO YOT£ FOR SOLIDARITY'S CANDID.TE FOR PRI"E "INISTER, 
TADEUSZ "AZOWIECKl, ON 23 AU~UST. 
7. (U) ALTHOUGH THE CO-."UNIST PARTY WILL NOT BE PART OF THE NEW 
COALITION, IT WILL KEEP AT LEAST THE SENSITIVE ~INISTRIES OF 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AND INTERIOR, THUS RETAINING CONTROL OVER BOTH THE 
AR"ED FORCES AND SECURITY FORCES. 
8. (U) SOVIET GOVERN"ENT SPOKES"EN HAVE CHARACTERIZED THE 
POLITICAL DEVELOP-.ENTS IN POLAND AS AN INTERNAL "ATTER FOR THE POLES 
TO DECIDE FOR THE-.SELVES. 

DISCUSSION 
9 • C S ) T HE R E A Re N 0 I N 0 I C A T I 0 N S A S 0 F Z 2 A U G U S T T H AT E I T H E R F ()fl C E S 
OF THE POLISH "INISTRY OF THE INTERIOR OR THE "INISTRY OF NATIONAL 
DEFENSE ARE ASSU"ING A HEIGHTENED STATE Of READINESS IN REACTION TO 
POLITICAL DEYELOP-.ENTS. 
10. CS) INDICWTIONS OF SOVIET ~ILITARY ACTIVITY THAT "IGHT BE 
RELATED TO EVENTS IN POLAND ARE ALSO LACKING. 
11. ($) THE POLISH "ILITARY'S TRADlTION~L ROLES AND "ISSIONS WILL 
RE~AIN ESSENTIALLY THE SA"~~ RE"AIN~NG UNDER.co-.-.uNIST PARTY 
CONTROL, THE POLISH "IL[TA~Y WILL CONTINUE TO COOPERATE CLOSELY WITH 
ITS WARSAW PACT ALLIES, PARTICIPATING IN CO-.BINED PLANNING AND 
EXERCISES WITH LITTlE' CHANGE FRO" PAST PRACTICES. THE AR"Y• WILL 
A L S 0 C 0 NT I N U E ITS P R 0 G R A_. C F UN I LA T E R A L F 0 R Ct. R E'b U C T I 0 N S A N 0 
RESTRUCTURING, THUS _.AKING SO"E CONTRIBUTION TO A S"ALLER DEFENSE 
BUD.ET IN A li"E OF ECONO-.IC CRISIS. 
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12. (S) PRESIDENT (AND GENERAL> JARUZELSKI, WHO IIUDE THE DECISION 
THAt WILL ULTI"ATlLY ALLOW A"NOh·CO~"UNI~t 'OVERN"ENT TO CO"E TO 
POWER, STILL CO~~ANDS THE OBEblENCE AND RESPECT OF THE ~AJORITY OF 
THE "ILITARY LEADERSHIP. IN ADDITION, CURRENT "INISTER OF 0 EFENSE 
GE~~R~L SIWICKI HAS "ADE NO UNFAVORABLE PUBLIC CO"~ENT ON THE 
POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS AND IS NOT LIKELY TO DO SO. THE ~ILITARY 
LOST "UCH OF THE PRESTIGE IT ENJOYED A"ONG THE POLISH POPULATION 
WHEN IT PARTICIPATED IN THE ENFORCE"ENT OF "ARTIAL LAW IN 1981 AND 
1982 IT WILL BE EXTRE"ELY RELUCTANT TO. ONCE AGAIN PLAY. AN UNPOPULAR 
ROLE IN DO"ESTIC AFFAIRS. 
13. CS> ABOVE ALL ELSE, THE USSR DESIRES A RETURN OF STABILITY IN 
POLAND. AS LONG AS ~bSCOW PERCEIVES THAT THE NEW POLISH GOVERN"ENT 
POSES NO THREAT TO ITS VITAL "ILITARY INTERESTS, SUCH AS LINES OF 
CO"IIIIUNICATION AND RESUPPLY TO ITS WESTERN GROUJIPOF FORCES IN EAST 
GERIII!ANY, SOVIET "ILITARY FORCES WILL NOT BE USED AS A DIRECT FOR" OF 
PRES~URE ON THE POLES. EVEN THOUGH SO"E COMMENTS BY SOVIET 
OFFICIALS HAVE CONTAI~ED VEILED REFERENCES TO DANGEROUS ACTIVITIES 
IN POLAND, OVERT "OVES BY MILITARY FORCES COULD ENDANGER W·ESTERN 
PERCEPliON OF THE USSR'S NEW THINKING IN FOREIGN POLICY AS WELL AS 
PROSPECTS FOR ITS OWN POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC REGENERATION. 
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